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1.0.   Background  
1.1 Introduction  
This report presents the proceedings during the presentation of the CSO statement on rights to water and 
sanitation which was organized by National Association for Women’s Action in Development (NAWAD) in 
partnership with National Association of Professional Environmentalists (NAPE) and Both ENDS.  
 
NAWAD is a voluntary non-governmental women’s organization with a focus on the family and the crucial 
role women play in their families, their communities and the development of Uganda as a nation.   
 
Since 2012 NAWAD has been promoting and advocating for the realization and application of the right to 
water and sanitation among Civil Societies and communities of Uganda. During a training workshop that 
was held on “the application of rights to water and sanitation” in 2012, it was realized that in Uganda the 
Human Right to Water and Sanitation is still new and needs interpretation, understanding as well as 
implementation in order to come to life. It was also recognized that local governments lack sufficient 
resources and capacity to realize this right. Therefore, there was a need to build community and 
government capacity, knowledge of water and sanitation issues including rights and responsibilities, 
management and monitoring. 
 
It was on this basis that NAWAD together with National Association of Professional Environmentalist 

(NAPE) in partnership with Both ENDs with support from Dutch WASH Alliance produced an agreed upon 
statement on behalf of all the groups about the Right to Water and Sanitation and action steps needed 
by the Government of Uganda to advance implementation. In 2013, NAWAD organized and held a 

review meeting on “applying the human rights approach to water and sanitation in Uganda mainly to 
review the statement and plan with NGOs in WASH sector to present it to Policy makers.  During this 
meeting, an alliance on RTWS was also formulated mainly to take up advocacy for the adaptation and 
application of the RTWS in Uganda. 
 
In 2014, NAWAD in partnership with Both ENDS agreed to present an NGO statement to the NRC of 
parliament on behalf of the alliance members on rights to water and sanitation 
 
2.0 Presentation of the statement 
The Presentation of thestatementattracted 19 participants and these included, 8 members from the NRC 
including its chairperson and the clerk, Media and representatives from Uganda WASH Alliance (UWA) 
including Uganda Water and Sanitation NGO Network (UWASNET), Network for Water and Sanitation 
(NETWAS), NAPE, and NAWAD. 
The meeting was chaired by the NRC chairperson, Hon. Michael Werikhe and the main presenter of the 
statement was Patience M. Nyangoma, Executive Director NAWAD. 

The meeting took place for 2 hours and it covered the presentation of the statement, reactions to the 
statement and recommendations. 

2.1. Opening remarks 
Welcome remarks were given by the chairperson NRC, Hon Michael Werikhe who welcomed and 
thanked the members for taking time to be part of the presentation of the statement and specifically 
appreciated NAWAD for spearheading the presentation of the statement to the committee. He allowed all 
members to introduce themselves and later opened the flow for the presentation of the statement 
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The chairperson Hon. Michael Werikhe giving his opening remarks 

2.2. Reading of the CSO Statement on the RTWS to the NRC 
The statement was presented by Patience M. Nyangoma who read to the members what it entailed as 
thus; 

    

A joint CSO statement on the rights to water and sanitation as key pillars to the realisation of 
national development goals 

We, the civil society organisations under the Uganda  Rights to Water and Sanitation Alliance  appreciate 
the efforts of government to advance the human rights to water and sanitation in Uganda through the 
elaboration of many legal frameworks including, inter alia, the Constitution of Republic of Uganda 
(1995)(esp. articles 39 and 189), The Water Act Cap 15 and its associated Water Resources regulations, 
the National Environmental Act, the ratification of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, the 
Convention on the Elimination of all forms of Discrimination against Women and the International 
Covenant on Economic Social and Cultural Rights,  would like to bring the following to your attention.  

Having analysed the progress on the realisation of the rights to water and sanitation in Uganda, we would 
like to highlight the fact that as of 2014, approximately 23,000 Ugandans including over 12,000 children 
die every year from diarrhoea caused by unsafe water and poor sanitation, and WASH related illnesses 
(e.g., anaemia, dehydration and malnutrition) are a leading cause of under 5 hospitalization and mortality. 
In Uganda currently, about 70% and 82% of people have access to safe water and sanitation in urban 
areas whilst just 64% have access to water and 71% to sanitation in the rural settings (UWASNET news 
update 8th August 2014/MWE 2011 performance report).According to World Bank research, in Uganda, 
389 Billion Shillings are lost every year to the costs of treatment of hygiene and sanitation related 
diseases. Also, a pupil latrine access ratio has declined from 54 to 66 in the same period (WHO/UNICEF 
Joint Monitoring Programme, 2012). These examples serve to highlight the fact that efforts to realise the 
human rights to water and sanitation need to be revitalised.   

We realise that the main gaps between policy and implementation are currently caused by the fact that 
many of the international commitments have not resulted in the explicit recognition of the rights to water 
and sanitation in Ugandan law, policy and programming. In addition, prioritising water and sanitation to 
meet basic needs, production and also targeting the water and sanitation needs of vulnerable 
communities is still inadequate. Further, the resources and capacity of local government are currently 
insufficient. The protection of citizens from the adverse effects of encroachment on and pollution of 
catchment areas is becoming an urgent necessity.  
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We recommend the following: 

 The development and implementation of a National Action Plan to ensure universal access to water 
and sanitation and protection of the rights of the vulnerable communities; i.e. the disabled, children 
and women 

 The integration of sector policies, adopting a harmonised approach to the realisation of the rights to 
water and sanitation under the leadership of a single line agency; 

 The establishment WASH home which will be an independent source of information based on 
research, input from communities and CSOs and monitoring by Human Rights bodies. 

 
Patience M. Nyangoma, presenting the statement to the NRC                                NRC members paying close attention to the presentation       

 

2.3. Reactions to the statement from the committee and recommendations 
The reactions to the statement were as follows; 
The committee embraced the statement and was happy about the engagement that the Alliance initiated. 
They recognized that WASH is still a big challenge in both rural and urban areas of the country and that 
the most affected groups are the women and the disabled. They pledged total support to our mission and 
promised to push ahead the recommendations of the statement. It’s on this note that the Committee 
requested the Alliance to well document the other proposals for policy amendments and forward to them 
to take action.  

They were in agreement with the recommendations of the statement and in particular they emphasized 
that that there is inadequate data on RTWS and therefore strongly recommended a joint research which 
would be an independent source of information that pictures exactly what is on the ground; CSOs need to 
dig deep at the grassroots to get a clear picture of what is on the ground other than basing on 

government sources for better advocacy. 
 
The committee called for more support from Civil Society Organizations (CSOs) and a need to work 
together with the government especially when identifying water source coverage and sanitation because 
these statistics are inadequate and at times lacking. For example in Karamoja, statistics on water and 
sanitation coverage are not clear and are sometimes lacking and yet the situation in the area is alarming 
where very many people have no access to water and sanitation facilities and given the climatic 
conditions of the area which is semi arid. 

 
Members of the NRC reacting to the statement and making recommendations 
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The members of the committee also informed the alliance that during budgeting for resource allocation, 
CSOs need to formulate their own budget on water and sanitation allocation and channel it to the clerk 
which will then be shared and discussed by the committee and the CSOs. (The alliance can borrow a leaf 
from the sector working group under ministry of finance where by each sector working group brings its 
own budget for parliamentarians to discuss and find how best resources can be allocated to different 
sectors). Such budget reviews bring to light areas of need in the water and sanitation subsector and 
hence a guide to policy makers. 
Having recognized that WASH is still a big challenge in both rural and urban areas of the country and that 
the most affected groups are the women and the disabled, the NRC recommended to Members of the 
Alliance the need for rain water harvesting tanks as an alternative to other water sources like piped water 
and boreholes which can’t be accessed especially in rural areas. These rain harvesting tanks are also a 
very suitable intervention to climate change and women’s livelihood 
 
Lastly, the committee recommended a need to have constant communication sharing between CSOs and 
the Government especially on statistics and when new information arises for example, when new water 
points have been established in a particular locality. This will enable integration of information into a 
single line agency to ensure harmonious realization of the right to water and sanitation. 

3.2. Reactions to NRCs communications and recommendations from the alliance members 
The alliance members reacted to earlier communications by the committee as follows; 
They commended the committee for calling for a joint research especially to come up with an 
independent source of information and also called for the need to work together to ensure coordination in 
areas that need improvements especially where the statistics of government and NGOs overlap 

The alliance members informed the committee that NGOs have been supplementing government 
programs and collecting statistical information through show cases and best practices and urged the 
committee that it’s the responsibility of government to collect accurate data and statistics from the entire 
country and yet their statistics are sometimes inaccurate and inadequate which makes coordination 
between NGOs and government difficult.   

In addition, WASH NGOs, like UWASNET, NAWADand NETWAS have been involved in community visits 
to carry out surveys on the extent of water and sanitation coverage and findings have been documented 
and disseminated to the parliament. Therefore, they conquered that the statistics documented on the 
statement portray exactly what is on the ground and gives a clear picture of what the government has 
done and needs to do.The alliance members therefore urged parliament to act as advocates to get clear 
statistical information from the government point of view; there is need to validate the statistics and 
resource allocation; i.e. “how much resources is government and CSOs allocating to water and sanitation 
so as to identify areas of need”. 

 
Alliance members on RTWS making deliberations 

Basing on the statement, the alliance members informed the committee that the reason as to why the 
realization of the human right to water and sanitation is still a challenge is because the laws and policies 
in Uganda are many but implementation is weak. Most of the statements in the legal and policy 
frameworks are general which do not provide for specific needs of the marginalized population. This 
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arises due to weak or no policy implementation guidelines and mechanisms especially on gender 
mainstreaming in WASH 

Further, the alliance members added that Uganda has resources but the challenge is its allocation and in 
most cases, prioritizing resources to meet the challenges in the water and sanitation sub sector is still 
lacking. There is therefore need to listen to the voices of the community so as to enable equitable and 
appropriate allocation of resources to meet their needs. 

The government and CSOs need to go further in the position of women and the young especially in 
climate change which is still wanting. A case in point was a situation where recently a woman was trying 
to access water in a well with a kid on her backbut sadly the kid fell in the dip well. Such risky occurrences 
happen when women have to travel for long distances in such of water with their dependants due to 
drought, a feature of climate change.  

Lastly, the alliance members commended parliament for its involvement in menstrual hygiene 
management which is one of the challenges school going girls face and advised the Members of 
parliament to devise various ways of continuing to invest in menstrual hygiene management and more so 
in anal cleaning mechanisms because in the past, the population used to use leaves for anal cleaning but 
now these local materials have been abandoned and yet they used to be very useful, convenient, 
affordable and easily accessed. 

4.0. Conclusion 
The presentation of the CSO statement was a success given that it attracted 19 Members and a number 
of recommendations were made which will guide that alliance members and parliamentarians in realizing 
the right to water and sanitation 
 
5.0. Closing remarks 
The chairperson NRC once again thanked NAWAD and the alliance members for bringing to table the 
statement on rights to water and sanitation and assured the members that when opportunity arises, they 
should continue sharing such vital information with the committee through the clerk. 

The chairperson making conclusive remarksbefore closure of the meeting 


